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The symmetry term in the standard semiempirical formula for the

nuclear binding energy has the volume character.  However, the

description of masses for light nuclei requires the inclusion

of a surface symmetry term in the formula.  We analyze nuclear

properties in terms of the volume and surface capacitances for

the asymmetry.  The presence of a surface symmetry term in the

energy implies the existence of nuclear asymmetry skins

describable in terms of the ratio of volume and surface energy

parameters.  Using data, we place constraints on the parameters

and those imply constraints on the low-density behavior of

symmetry energy.  Moreover, we derive features of the giant

isovector resonances in terms of the surface and volume

symmetry parameters.

